Dear Parent,

Welcome to JFK Elementary School and the Winooski School District.  The information in this letter will give you an overview of school policies and procedures.

Daily School Schedule

An important part of your child’s education depends upon eating well.  The school district offers a breakfast and lunch program each day.  The breakfast program starts at 7:45am.  

The regular school day begins at 8:10am and school continues until 3:00pm each day.  Please make sure your child is at school each day on time.  It is a problem if your child is late too many times.  If your child does not eat breakfast they will not be able to enter school until 8:10am.

If your child is sick please call the school office.  The school phone number is 655-0411.  If your child needs to leave early for a doctor’s appointment or an emergency they must have a note from you stating when they will leave and who will be picking them up.  You can also call the office in the morning.

Playground Time

Everyday children will have the opportunity to play outside.  The children go outside even in the winter time so please be sure to dress your child appropriately and be sure to send them to school with warm outside clothing (hats, coats, boots, mittens.)

After School Program

JFK offers an after school homework help club.  This is open to all children and is from 3-4:00pm each day.

School closings

If school is closed because of bad weather it will be announced on any of the following radio stations: WDOT, WJOY, WQCR, WVMT and WXXX.  School closings will be announced by 6:30am.  
Community Activities

There are many activities and sporting events that your child can get involved with outside of school.  Listed below are the names and contacts for some of those organizations.

Activity




Contact

Girl Scouts of America


Girl Scout Office: 878-7131

Winooski Youth Soccer


Roger Desautels: 655-1059

Burlington Amateur Hockey Association
Kurt Nagahiro: 863-5131

Winooski Youth Basketball


Bob DiMasi: 655-6410

Winooski Youth Football


Mark Young: 655-1116

Winooski Swim Team



Bobbi Tatro: 655-2908

Winooski Little League


Jeff Brosseau: 655-3556

Summer Recreation Program


Bob DiMasi: 655-6410

Parks & Recreation Director


Bob DiMasi: 655-6410

Summer Camp Information


Candy Rice: 655-0411

Discipline

In each classroom specific rules will be set for behavior and conduct.  Rules for the playground and other areas of the school will also be discussed with each child.

If your child is acting out in class they may be asked to leave their classroom and go to the principal’s office.  They will be asked to make a behavior plan to assist them when they go back to their classroom.  If a child’s behavior continues to be a problem than parents may be contacted by either the teacher or a school liaison.  

Cell phones, portable music devices and pagers are not allowed in school.

Establishing Rules at Home

It may be helpful to your child to establish the same rules at home that are being enforced in school.  Here are some tips to help:
· You decide the rules, but get the children’s suggestions

· Don’t have more rules than the child can remember

· Give children real responsibilities and encourage them to do the right thing

· Give children practice making decisions everyday 

· Let children live with the consequences of their decisions and talk about the results of their decisions

ELL (English Language Learning) Class

Your child will be assigned to a grade and age appropriate classroom and will remain in this class for the entire school year.  In addition to the regular classroom your child will also be attending daily English Language Learning (ELL) classes.  The ELL teacher is Nancy Devost.  Other ELL teachers and volunteers come into the classroom throughout the year to assist Ms. Devost.  In addition to teachers we also have wonderful cultural liaisons that can assist you with many of your questions or concerns.  Your child’s ELL and mainstream teachers will work together throughout the year to make sure your child is getting enough support in their language and academic development.  

Listed below are some educational terms related to English Language Learners:

ELL- English Language Learner- refers to a student who is currently studying English as a second (or third) language.

Language Minority- Students from homes in which the family speaks a language other than English.

Language Majority- Students from homes where English is the native language.
Each year your child will be required to take a test called the ACCESS.  This test is designed to see how well your child is progressing in his or her English language development.  Letters will be sent home with your child to notify you about when these tests will be happening.

Parent Involvement in the School

JFK Elementary encourages parents to be as involved as they like within the school.  There are always opportunities to help out on class field trips or attend school assemblies.  
You can also help your child by encouraging him or her to read at home and ask them about what they learned in school that day.  Your child will also be participating in arts, music and sports programs and may be eager to talk to you about what they have tried.

We respect how difficult it can be trying to understand all of the school policies and to keep on top of your child’s school life.  All of us in the ELL Department are here to help you and child succeed academically.  We hope that you will contact us at any time with concerns or questions that you may have.

Sincerely,

The JFK ELL team

